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	11/06/00  The Immaculate Deflection wins game in OT, 26-20

Was it the Immaculate Reception II, or the Immaculate Deception?  Call it what you will.  In another classic game between these two bitter division rivals Antonio Freeman’s game-winning 43-yard TD catch in OT lifted the Packers to a 26-20 victory over the Minnesota Vikings.  Freeman’s heroics might not have been possible if not for a quick officials timeout to wipe the pigskin clean before handing the ball to center Frank Winters.  The call from the sidelines was to hit Freeman on a quick slant.  After the momentary delay Freeman got Favre’s attention.  “I heard, ‘Brett,’ Said Favre.  “And I knew it was Free’s voice, so I just kind of looked at him.  I looked down and he game me the signal and I just nodded my head.”  Knowing that he was successful near the end of regulation on a slant in front of Chris Dishman, Freeman sensed that the wily corner would bite to the inside, particularly since the blitz was on.  So with the score tied 20-20 on a crucial third-and-4 at the Minnesota 43, Freeman ran a slant and Favre rolled out to the right.  Favre seen Dishman bite for the quick-hitter and Favre threw the ball as hard as he could, but the wind was blowing so hard that the ball went all over the place.  As Dishman turned awkwardly to find the ball over his shoulder, a seemingly defeated Freeman slid down behind Dishman.  Dishman tipped the ball with his right hand and then scooped the ball back to the outside with his left hand towards the fallen Freeman.  The ball landed right in Freeman’s arms on the ground.  While Dishman grasped at the air in frustration for missing an interception, Freeman jumped to his feet and ran into the end zone for the winning TD.

Game notes:  Brett Favre threw for 235 yards and 2 TDs on a 17-for-36 performance.  With his 2 TD passes Favre moved into a tie for 10th place, with 247, on the NFL’s all-time TD list.  Favre also moved into 11th place on the all-time completion list with 2,849.  This was Favre’s 134th straight start.  The game was also Leroy Butlers’ 100th straight game.  Antonio Freeman caught 5 passes for 118 yards in the game.
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