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	01/14/96 Smith, Cowboys beat Packers for 6th straight time, 38-27.

Dallas was leading 31-27 with 10 minutes remaining and Brett Favre had the ball in his hands to win or lose the game.  The entire season the Packers had rode the MVP of the league’s back, only this time the QB ran out of miracles.  Favre’s interception, impatiently thrown behind the wrong receiver, quickly led to a Dallas TD and a numbing 38-27 defeat in the NFC Championship Game at Texas Stadium.  Favre, who was overly excited about the game and kept throwing high the entire first quarter, faked a run and rolled right on a bootleg on the Dallas 46.  His two tight ends, Keith Jackson and Mark Chmura, were in the right flat just ahead of him.  Chmura was open, but Favre didn’t like what he saw and wanted the big play.  Instead of running with the ball or passing to the obvious man, Favre threw a deep sideline route to Mark Ingram.  Ingram had broken off his route though when his QB began to scramble and the ball went behind him where Larry Brown intercepted it.  This was the 3rd consecutive season the Cowboy’s had eliminated the Packers from the playoffs, and the Cowboys would go on to win Super Bowl XXX against the Pittsburgh Steelers.   The Packers ground game went no where against Dallas once again when they only rushed for 48 yards in the game.  The Packers had the game in Sean Jones hand at one point in the 3rd quarter.  With the Packers leading 27-24, Dallas started a drive at their own 10-yard line.  On the 3rd play of the drive Troy Aikman attempted a screen pass that Sean Jones got his hand on but was unable to haul in for what would have been a back-breaking interception at the Dallas 25.   The Packers started the scoring after Bernardo Harris broke through and blocked John Jett’s punt.  It was the Packers first blocked punt in 25 post-season games.  Favre then threw high on his first 2 attempts before his 3rd pass was deflected by Larry Brown and caught by Anthony Morgan for a 23-yard TD, but a questionable delay of game penalty nullified the TD.  Favre would then throw high again and the Packers would have to settle for a 46-yard Chris Jacke field goal.  In the 2nd quarter Favre missed an open Anthony Morgan that would have been a TD on a deep pass at the Dallas 30.

Game notes: The Packers haven’t won on turf in their last 11 games.  They gave up 419 yards, 27 first downs, and 38 minutes 56 seconds of time of possession to Dallas.  Emmit Smith ran over the Packers defense for 150 yards on 35 rushes.  Troy Aikman was 21-of-33 for 255 yards and 2 TDs with no interceptions.  Michael Irvin caught 7 passes for 100 yards.  Brett Favre was 21-of-39 for 307 yards and 3 TDs, but his 2 interceptions were killers.  Favre didn’t complete a pass until he hit Robert Brooks for a 73-yard TD with 1:59 left in the first quarter.  Brooks caught 6 passes for 105 yards and 2 TDs.  Keith Jackson caught 5 passes for 99 yards and a TD.  
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