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	12/24/95 Packers win 1st central title in 23 years on Thigpen’s drop:

A victory by Tampa over Detroit would have secured an NFC Central Division title for the Packers, but the Lions beat up the Bucs making it so the Packers had to win against Pittsburgh.  That set up a true classic game in which one play will live forever in Packer lore.  The Packers did win the game, but not without a lot of luck and not without trying to give all 60,649 green and gold blooded fans at Lambeau Field a last second heart attack.  The Packers had a 24-19 lead with 11 seconds remaining when Neil O’Donnell found Yancey Thigpen all alone in the back of the end zone for what looked to would be the game-winning TD for the Steelers, but Thigpen dropped the ball and the game for the Steelers.  The Steelers still didn’t damage their playoff spot because Kansas City lost.  The Steelers would end up being the AFC Champions and later go on to lose to the Cowboys in Super Bowl XXX.  LeRoy Butler would say after the game that there was a good bet that he would sleep with his “NFC Central Division Champions” hat on and said the only feeling in his life comparable was witnessing the birth of his children.  

Game Notes:  Brett Favre played a very good game going 23-of-32 for 301 yards and 2 TDs.  He did have one costly fumble and one interception that luckily was ruled out of bounds.  Favre would say after the game that everyone knew he was going to keep throwing the ball to Robert Brooks, but Brooks just kept getting open.  Brooks would have a huge day catching 11 passes for 137 yards and one TD.  Edgar Bennett ran 15 times for 57 yards in the game.  Neil O’Donnell threw 55 times in the game completing 33 of them for 318 yards and one TD.  Andre Hastings would lead the Steelers with 7 catches for 97 yards.
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