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	09/12/99 Opening game for Rhodes and Packers, Favre wins, 28-24.
The post-game hug said it all. Upon entering the locker room, 1st year Head Coach Ray Rhodes sought out Brett Favre and hugged him and thanked him for delivering a come from behind, 28-24, win over the Oakland Raiders in the opening game of the 1999 season.  The Packers trailed for most of the game, leaving the 59,872 screaming cheeseheads with little to cheer about.  On the Packers second drive of the second half Brett Favre found Antonio Freeman for a 51-yard pass play, but what happened to Favre on the play would be an injury that would haunt him for years to come.  Favre jammed his right (throwing) thumb on the helmet of a defender.  He would remain in the game, but it was clear he was in pain.  However, with 1:51 remaining on the clock, no time outs, and a wounded Favre the Packers would start their game-winning drive.  Favre executed an economical and precise drive, wasting little time, and spreading the ball around to everyone.  The drive culminated with a 1-yard TD catch by TE Jeff Thomason with 11 seconds remaining.  With the accolades, the respect of his coach, and the shear exhaustion of the victory, Favre broke down in the post-game press conference.
Game notes:  This was Favre’s 14th come from behind drive to win a game, additionally, this was the 14th four TD pass performance of his career, moving him into third place on the NFL’s all-time list, behind Dan Marino (21) and Johnny Unitas (17).  He also climbed the all-time NFL TD pass list into 16th.  Defensively, Brian Williams tied a career high with 16 tackles.
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