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	01/02/00 Pack needs big win and some help to make playoffs in first Packer game of the new millennium

This game ended Green Bay’s run in the NFL playoffs, even though they won their regular-season finale with their highest scoring output in 16 years.  The Packers defeated the Cardinals, 49-24, their most points since scoring 55 against Tampa Bay in 1983, behind Dorsey Levens’ 146 yards rushing and 4 TDs.  But Dallas’ 26-18 win over the Giants game the Cowboys the final wildcard playoff spot, even though they finished 8-8 along with Green Bay and Carolina.  The Cowboys received the spot with a better conference record than both teams.  The Packers ran up the score, knowing that if the Giants did beat the Cowboys they would need to stay ahead of Carolina in net conference points.  Green Bay began the day 18 points ahead of Carolina, who beat New Orleans 45-13.  The Panthers’ runaway victory in Charlotte made scoreboard watching and point scoring a must on an overcast, 32-degree day at Lambeau Field.

Game notes:  Simeon Rice had 2 sacks for Arizona, giving him 16.5, a club record.  Packers receiver Billy Schroeder went over 1000 yards receiving on the year.  He caught six passes for 93 yards in this game.  Jake Plummer threw 3 interceptions, giving him 24 on the year.  Plummer completed 21 of 34 passes for 396 yards and 2 TDs.  Brett Favre completed 21 of 34 passes for 311 yards and 2 TDs, which put him over 4000 yards passing for the 3rd time in his career.  Favre also threw on e interceptions and has 23 on the year.  Pat Tillman, who would later go on to die from friendly fire in 2004 fighting in Iraq, led the Arizona defense with 6 tackles and on e interception.  Mike McKenzie had 7 tackles and 2 interceptions for the Packers and Darren Sharper would have 10 tackles to lead the Packers defense.
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